
Table 40. Live births by method of delivery, and rates of cesarean delivery and vaginal birth after previous cesarean delivery, by age and
race and Hispanic origin of mother: United States, 1998

Age and race and Hispanic
origin of mother

Births by method of delivery Cesarean delivery rate
Rate of
vaginal

birth after
previous

cesarean 3

All
births

Vaginal Cesarean

Not
stated Total 1 Primary 2

Total
After

previous
cesarean

Total Primary Repeat

All races  4 ............................ 3,941,553 3,078,537 108,903 825,870 519,975 305,895 37,146 21.2 14.9 26.3

Under 20 years ..................... 494,357 418,743 3,614 71,195 63,425 7,770 4,419 14.5 13.3 31.7
20-24 years ........................... 965,122 789,395 20,742 166,403 114,822 51,581 9,324 17.4 13.0 28.7
25-29 years ........................... 1,083,010 847,952 31,292 224,878 140,031 84,847 10,180 21.0 14.6 26.9
30-34 years ........................... 889,365 666,110 32,966 215,010 121,144 93,866 8,245 24.4 16.1 26.0
35-39 years ........................... 424,890 300,150 17,228 120,604 64,451 56,153 4,136 28.7 18.6 23.5
40-54 years ........................... 84,809 56,187 3,061 27,780 16,102 11,678 842 33.1 23.3 20.8

White, total ............................ 3,118,727 2,440,113 86,495 649,987 406,439 243,548 28,627 21.0 14.7 26.2

Under 20 years ..................... 345,495 294,036 2,174 48,452 43,524 4,928 3,007 14.1 13.0 30.6
20-24 years ........................... 736,664 604,682 14,991 125,070 87,234 37,836 6,912 17.1 12.9 28.4
25-29 years ........................... 880,688 691,236 24,889 181,313 113,175 68,138 8,139 20.8 14.5 26.8
30-34 years ........................... 737,532 555,115 27,408 175,776 98,335 77,441 6,641 24.0 15.7 26.1
35-39 years ........................... 349,799 249,156 14,466 97,363 51,490 45,873 3,280 28.1 18.0 24.0
40-54 years ........................... 68,549 45,888 2,567 22,013 12,681 9,332 648 32.4 22.6 21.6

 White, non-Hispanic ........... 2,361,462 1,842,420 67,787 495,550 315,138 180,412 23,492 21.2 15.1 27.3

Under 20 years ..................... 221,301 187,475 1,287 31,520 28,770 2,750 2,306 14.4 13.4 31.9
20-24 years ........................... 511,101 418,333 10,234 87,174 62,220 24,954 5,594 17.2 13.2 29.1
25-29 years ........................... 678,227 532,733 18,854 138,657 89,758 48,899 6,837 20.7 14.9 27.8
30-34 years ........................... 603,639 456,854 22,735 141,278 81,273 60,005 5,507 23.6 15.8 27.5
35-39 years ........................... 291,202 209,283 12,451 79,175 42,683 36,492 2,744 27.4 17.8 25.4
40-54 years ........................... 55,992 37,742 2,226 17,746 10,434 7,312 504 32.0 22.7 23.3

Black, total ............................ 609,902 470,088 17,062 135,727 86,438 49,289 4,087 22.4 16.0 25.7

Under 20 years ..................... 131,226 109,684 1,312 20,758 18,091 2,667 784 15.9 14.3 33.0
20-24 years ........................... 189,088 151,617 5,057 36,110 23,663 12,447 1,361 19.2 13.9 28.9
25-29 years ........................... 139,302 105,613 5,002 32,754 19,024 13,730 935 23.7 15.9 26.7
30-34 years ........................... 93,785 66,272 3,684 26,873 14,926 11,947 640 28.9 19.3 23.6
35-39 years ........................... 46,657 30,754 1,715 15,614 8,589 7,025 289 33.7 22.8 19.6
40-54 years ........................... 9,844 6,148 292 3,618 2,145 1,473 78 37.0 26.8 16.5

 Black, non-Hispanic ............ 593,127 457,186 16,510 131,999 84,169 47,830 3,942 22.4 16.0 25.7

Under 20 years ..................... 128,280 107,166 1,281 20,350 17,718 2,632 764 16.0 14.3 32.7
20-24 years ........................... 184,263 147,727 4,915 35,222 23,040 12,182 1,314 19.3 13.9 28.7
25-29 years ........................... 135,158 102,471 4,833 31,779 18,477 13,302 908 23.7 15.9 26.7
30-34 years ........................... 90,827 64,160 3,548 26,054 14,530 11,524 613 28.9 19.3 23.5
35-39 years ........................... 45,096 29,703 1,649 15,121 8,342 6,779 272 33.7 22.9 19.6
40-54 years ........................... 9,503 5,959 284 3,473 2,062 1,411 71 36.8 26.7 16.8

Hispanic  5 ............................ 734,661 580,143 17,803 150,317 88,763 61,554 4,201 20.6 13.6 22.4

Under 20 years ..................... 124,104 106,475 898 16,896 14,736 2,160 733 13.7 12.2 29.4
20-24 years ........................... 223,113 184,168 4,692 37,683 24,909 12,774 1,262 17.0 12.2 26.9
25-29 years ........................... 196,012 153,363 5,819 41,594 22,658 18,936 1,055 21.3 13.3 23.5
30-34 years ........................... 125,702 92,030 4,316 32,915 16,082 16,833 757 26.3 15.5 20.4
35-39 years ........................... 54,195 36,690 1,779 17,179 8,257 8,922 326 31.9 19.1 16.6
40-54 years ........................... 11,535 7,417 299 4,050 2,121 1,929 68 35.3 23.0 13.4

 1 Percent of all live births by cesarean delivery.
 2 Number of primary cesareans per 100 live births to women who have not had a previous cesarean.
 3 Number of vaginal births after previous cesarean delivery per 100 live births to women with a previous cesarean delivery.
 4 Includes races other than white and black and origin not stated.
 5 Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
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